Trump Admin Pauses Border Wall Construction at Big
Bend National Park

NTD

CBP Commissioner Rodney Scott landed in Texas on Sunday night and announced that he
would conduct an “on-the-ground evaluation” and meet with stakeholders and local law
enforcement about the border wall project.

The Trump administration said Monday it is temporarily halting_construction of a controversial
border wall project at Big Bend National Park in south Texas as Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) conducts an assessment.

CBP Commissioner Rodney Scott landed in Texas on Sunday night and announced that he
would conduct an “on-the-ground evaluation” and meet with stakeholders and local law
enforcement about the border wall project.

“Last night, | put a pause on all activity in that park as far as construction goes,” Scott said in
a video announcement on X.

Earlier this year, the agency scrapped plans for a 30-foot bollard wall but continued pursuing
other border security infrastructure, including a new road, lighting, miles of vehicle barriers
and fiber-optic cables buried beneath the fences.

Critics from both parties have pushed back against the border wall in that specific location,
warning that the construction could permanently disrupt Big Bend’s remote desert landscape.
They have also questioned its necessity and argued that the area’s difficult terrain already
naturally limits illegal crossings. Additionally, the region has seen fewer border encounters
than other parts of the southern border, with numbers falling further in the past two years.

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) expressed his concerns to Homeland Security Secretary
Markwayne Mullin.

“My constituents believe that the 1,000-foot riverbank cliffs and remote Big Bend terrain offers
its own source of deterrence for any illegal migrants crossing into the United States. The
dangerous terrain includes steep mountains, deep canyons, and expansive deserts which
they believe act [as] a natural barrier that limits large-scale movements,” Cornyn wrote.

Rep. Veronica Escobar (D-Texas) has also opposed the border wall project.
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https://apnews.com/article/trump-border-big-bend-national-park-immigration-c8439ceed11ff5e7f3ca95fa0003327b
https://x.com/CBPCommissioner/status/2089395143136731579

‘I want you to imagine putting a wall through the Grand Canyon. That is how we in Texas feel
about building a wall through Big Bend, that not only does it not make sense, but it would
destroy a national treasure and frankly, it would really negatively impact wildlife and wildlife

crossings,”_Escobar said.

Rep. Henry Cuellar (R-Texas) introduced an amendment to prohibit federal funds from being
used to build border barriers inside Big Bend National Park. In June, however, the House

Appropriations Committee rejected the measure along party lines.

Meanwhile, the CBP commissioner said he planned to meet with a small team to evaluate the
terrain and discuss the project with local leaders, community members, and stakeholders to
ensure border security while protecting the park.

“CBP is firmly committed to protecting America, and that includes our national treasures like
Big Bend National Park (BBNP),” Scott added. “We know the current and predictable national
security threats and they are real.”

Scott said Sunday evening that he would provide an update on the project in the coming days.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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